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APPENDIX  C.

" THE NEW METAMORPHOSIS," by J. M.

THE manuscript poem quoted in vol. i. p. 89, having been
little noticed elsewhere, some short account of it maybe thought
worth having, because, written in Shakesperian times, it is full
of allusions to the passing history and manners of those days, and
in one or two places a possible reference to Shakespere or his
writing may be traced.

Add. MS. 14,824, 14,825, and 14,826 is contained in three
volumes quarto, in the contemporary vellum binding, of 88, 136,
and 268 leaves respectively 3 the books are written in a close neat
hand, leaving a considerable margin; few corrections are made,
but here and there additional lines are put in the margin. The
whole poem extends to about 34000 lines, divided into 24 Books,
to each of which is prefixed an "Argument."

The first volume (Part I) bears two title-pages, one running
thus: "The Newe Metamorphosis.    Or a Feaste of Fancie or
Poeticall Legendes.    The first parte Diuided into Twelue Bookes.
'Written by J. M. gent itfoo,"1 with the motto,
"Hor: Aut prodesse volunt, aut dele&are Poetae
aut simui et iucunda, et idonea dicere vitae." (fo. i.)

[De Ar. Poet, I. 333, 334.]

Then comes the Arguments for six books, then on fo. 3 the

1 The title as originally written was: " The New Metamorphosis or
Poeticall Legendes. Diuided into Twelue Bookes." "Or A feaste of
Fancie," and "The first parte" were added afterwards.